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.PPT 1 …

Welcome back to our study of The Gospel of John.  Please turn with me in your Bibles to JOHN 2:13-25.  This is the first of two times that Jesus “cleans house” in the Jerusalem Temple.  The first time is at the beginning of Jesus’ ministry, and is recorded here in JOHN 2 – and the second time is recorded by the other three Gospels writers at the end of His ministry when He comes back to Jerusalem for the last time (cf., MATTHEW 21:12-13, MARK 11:15-19, and LUKE 19:45-46).

Some Bible scholars think that it just happened once, but was told in two different ways by the four Gospel writers.  And while there’s some evidence to support that, I’m not hip with it.  And I believe that it happened twice because FIRST, it’s reported both ways, and SECOND, because of what I know about human nature.

From observing my own life, and from being a pastor for 25 years now, I know that just because Jesus confronts something in our lives and calls us to change – that more often than not it takes more than just one “cleansing” for us to move away from the things that separate us from Him, toward embracing the things that knit us more tightly into His heart, and into His plans for our lives.

And so does it surprise me that Jesus confronted this Temple sin problem once, and then had to do it again three years later?  Not in the slightest.  In fact, if Jesus had ministered longer than the three years He did, I wouldn’t have been surprised if He would have had to make another visit to the Temple, to do it a third time.

We’re a stiff-necked, stubborn lot, and change doesn’t come easy.  Even when Jesus points out the need for change to us, and even when He tells us that our choices are breaking His heart … sin, any flavor, and maybe especially greed, is hard to root out of our hearts, out of our minds, and out of our actions.


.PPT 2 … JOHN 2:13 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

13 The PASSOVER of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem.

Don't picture this like our modern maps would, as if “going down” means traveling South and “went up” means traveling North.  In v. 12 we read that Jesus and His disciples went “down to Capernaum” and then here in v. 13 that they “went up” to Jerusalem.

Cana is up in the hills of Galilee, about 1,000 feet in elevation.  Capernaum is along the coast of the Sea of Galilee, a little below sea level.  So “up” and “down” here don’t mean “north and south” they mean “up and down in elevation”.  To get to Jerusalem from Capernaum, you would travel 75 miles south along the Jordan River, then 18 miles west, climbing up into the mountains.  So again, going “up” to Jerusalem meant climbing up in altitude, and not heading North.  Jerusalem was located on top of a hilly, mountainous area, and you always had to go up the hill to get there.

The Jewish PASSOVER Feast was about to happen and so Jesus and His disciples headed to Jerusalem to celebrate it.  There were seven main Jewish Feasts, with PASSOVER being the most important.  But of the remaining six feasts, there were three that all Jewish men were required to travel with their families (if possible) to Jerusalem to commemorate.


.PPT 3 … DEUTERONOMY 16:16 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

16 Three times a year all your men must appear before the Lord your God at the place he will choose:  At The Feast of Unleavened Bread, The Feast of Weeks, and The Feast of Tabernacles.  No man should appear before the Lord empty-handed.

And common to all three of these pilgrimages to Jerusalem was that the Psalms of Ascent, or the Pilgrim Psalms (PSALM 120-134) were sung and recited along the way as each family traveled from their hometown to Jerusalem.  All three of the Pilgrim Feasts are scheduled in the middle of the month, at the time of the full moon … so there was always enough light to travel during the middle of the night to Jerusalem, when it was cooler.

Let me tell you a little bit about these three feasts and how they’re tied into Who Jesus is, and what He came to do.  But before I share with you about these pilgrim feasts, let me tell you a little bit more about PASSOVER, which is tied to all three of the others …


.PPT 4 … THE FEAST OF THE PASSOVER

1. The Feast of the PASSOVER commemorated the Jews being freed by God from Egyptian slavery through Moses (cf., EXODUS 12).  The term PASSOVER refers to when the Angel of Destruction “passed over” the houses of all the Jews, while killing the first-born of all the Egyptians. This was the last of the 10 plagues, and the Jews left Egypt the next day.

And how did the Angel of Destruction know which houses to PASSOVER and which ones to strike?  The Jews were instructed by God, through Moses, to sacrifice a lamb without blemish, and to put the blood of the lamb over the doorposts of their houses. 

On the 14th day of the first month (Nisan) in the afternoon, a special meal, filled with symbolism, and called a Seder, was prepared by every Jewish family and in the evening it was eaten.  The Seder meal consisted of a leg of lamb, bitter herbs and unleavened bread (commonly called matzoth).  But since the destruction of the Temple in 70 AD, the lamb has been left out. 

How is Jesus Christ symbolically tied into The PASSOVER Feast?  When you and I come into a relationship with God we’re “liberated” from the slavery of sin.  Like Jesus said in JOHN 8:36, “If the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.” (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)



.PPT 5 … THE FEAST OF UNLEAVENED BREAD

2. The Feast of Unleavened Bread.  The night before Israel left the slavery of Egypt, they searched all over their houses looking for yeast (or leaven) … and all the yeast they found was destroyed (cf., EXODUS 12:15).

Throughout God’s WORD yeast is a symbol for sin.  Sin separates people from God, and so The Feast of Unleavened Bread symbolizes this turning from sin, or making the choice to stop doing the things that separate us from God.  And so for the seven days of this feast, Jews would only eat unleavened bread.

How is Jesus Christ symbolically tied into The Feast of Unleavened Bread?  When Jesus was crucified on the cross, He took onto Himself the all sin of the world … past, present and future … including your sin and my sin.

And just like when the lamb was sacrificed on the alter in the Temple for the forgiveness of one person’s sin … when Jesus Christ, the “Lamb of God” died on the cross, the sins of the whole world were paid for.

When Jesus’ body was buried, the price for sin had been paid, so the sin was taken off of Jesus.  And so when Jesus’ body went into the tomb given to Him by Joseph of Arimathea, it was holy, sinless, and purified.  He was the “unleavened bread of heaven” … without sin, without leaven … unleavened.  

Like Jesus said in JOHN 12:24 … “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains alone; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

.PPT 6 … THE FEAST OF PENTECOST

3. The Feast of Pentecost, (which is also called The Feast of Weeks).  The first time, Moses received the Ten Commandments (EXODUS 19) on stone tablets and after that the whole Old Testament Law, it was seven weeks after the death of the PASSOVER lambs in Egypt.

pente means five in Greek and so about seven weeks, or 50 days after PASSOVER … after Jesus died on the cross and was resurrected, His disciples received the Holy Spirit (cf., ACTS 2).  Up until this time, the Law of God had been written on tablets of stone, but with the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Law of God was now written onto people’s hearts, as the Holy Spirit (the counselor, comforter, and friend) lived within them.

In The Old Testament, when God brought Moses and the Ten Commandments down the hill, Moses found the people worshiping a golden calf and partying their brains out.  And in the face of that disobedience God sentenced 3,000 people to death (cf., EXODUS 32:19-28).

In The New Testament, God sent His Holy Spirit to live inside the hearts of people who’d accepted the freedom that Jesus Christ’s death and resurrection brought to them, and God rewarded 3,000 people as the Christian church that was born that day.

Here’s how Luke, puts it in ACTS 2:40-41 …40 Peter warned them with many other words.  He begged them, “Save yourselves from the evil of today's people!”  41 Then those people who accepted what Peter said were baptized.  About three thousand people were added to the number of believers that day.” (NEW CENTURY VERSION)
And here’s how Paul describes this in the letter to the ROMANS …

.PPT 7 … ROMANS 8:2  (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

2 For the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death.


.PPT 8 … THE FEAST OF TABERNACLES

4. The Feast of Tabernacles (which is also called The Feast of Tents) … tabernacle is the Hebrew word for tent.  The Jews didn’t have a “built into the ground Temple” during their 40 years in the wilderness, or for a long time afterward.  So they had a moveable Temple called a Tabernacle where they worshiped, sacrificed and kept the Ark of the Covenant.  But while the Jews lived out in the wilderness for 40 years they lived in little tents, or tabernacles.  So the word tabernacle wasn’t just a Jewish religious word, it was an every-day word.

The Feast of Tabernacles lasted seven days and was a celebration of the harvest of grapes and grain.  It was a feast of joy and thanksgiving when people remembered how God had provided for them in the past, how God was providing for them in the present, and looking with faith toward how God would provide for them in the future.

The Feast of Tabernacles symbolizes the future return of Jesus Christ to the earth … to the time when the whole spiritual harvest is brought in as everyone who believes in Jesus Christ joins Him forever and forever.



.PPT 9 … THE FOUR FEASTS

1. The PASSOVER Feast … celebrating life when we deserved death.

2. The Feast of Unleavened Bread … celebrating freedom from sin.

3. The Feast of Pentecost … celebrating the coming of the Holy Spirit.

4. The Feast of Tabernacles … celebrating the return of Jesus Christ.

So Jesus and His disciples headed to Jerusalem for the PASSOVER celebration.  Although Jesus regularly broke the religious traditions that people had added onto the Law of God, He never violated the Law of God.  And when they got to Jerusalem it was packed to the point of exploding as scholars estimate that more than 2 million people may have crowded into Jerusalem at PASSOVER … and the Temple Mount was the most crowded place of all.

.PPT 10 … JOHN 2:14-17 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

14 And He found in the temple those who were selling oxen and sheep and doves, and the moneychangers seated at their tables.

15 And He made a scourge of cords, and drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and the oxen; and He poured out the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables;

16 and to those who were selling the doves He said, “Take these things away; stop making My Father's house a place of business.”

17 His disciples remembered that it was written, “ZEAL FOR YOUR HOUSE WILL CONSUME ME.”

So why did Jesus become so angry when He saw what was going on in the Temple?  There were two things going on … and both of them were against God’s plans, and were spearheaded by people driven by greed instead of by a desire to help people worship God with their whole hearts.

.PPT 11 …
First, people (probably the family members or their agents of Caiaphas the Jewish High Priest) were selling sacrificial animals used for sin offerings, burnt offerings, or peace offerings, for exorbitant prices.

Second, people (again, probably the family members or their agents of Caiaphas the Jewish High Priest) were exchanging foreign currency for the Temple money and charging a greed-fueled percentage to be God’s banker.

The Law said that the sacrifices used in the Temple couldn't have defects – they had to be unblemished.  And of course there was also the challenge of traveling with sacrificial animals from a person’s hometown all the way to Jerusalem.  And so the solution?  Why not just open a Temple store and sell pre-approved stock right on site!

Like a lot of new ideas, it was probably a good one at the beginning, but then over time, it was corrupted by greed – as the sellers made huge profits while capitalizing on people's desire to be made right with God.

Early Church historians tell us what would often happen was this … A family would travel to Jerusalem with a “perfect” animal to be used for sacrifice.  It was as the Law required, “without spot or blemish”.  But when the animal was inspected by the “Temple Blemish Inspector”, they would say that the animal was sick, or that one of it’s legs was shorter than the other three, or that it was “less than perfect” in some other phony way.

And then of course, they’d sell the family an “unblemished” animal for a huge price.  And then after the family had gone through the sacrificial gauntlet and left the Temple mount, their “blemished” animal would be sold to another family as “unblemished”.  It was a Temple Animal Ponzi Scheme is what it was!

And then there were the moneychangers.  When people would come to Jerusalem – (and not just at the PASSOVER, but year-round), they’d bring money to give God their tithes and offerings.  And they couldn’t pay with whatever money they used in the day-to-day stuff of life, and it wasn't appropriate to pay money with some kind of pagan coin.

So they had to pay with what was called “The Temple Shekel.”  Proprietary Temple Money – kind of like Dell putting a certain part into their computers that you can only buy from them for a small phenomenal fee!  Dolt!  And just like the sacrificial animal con artists, the moneychangers charged exorbitant rates … capitalizing on people's desire to please God.

ILLUSTRATION … Alfred Edersheim, a Jewish historian and cultural expert says that at this time in history, these people (and Caiaphas’ family) were probably netting the equivalent of $300,000 a year in moneychanging alone.

And so when Jesus saw this violation of both the letter of the Law and the spirit of the Law, He blew a gasket.  And don’t think for a minute that Jesus was just “kind of mildly ticked off” about what He encountered when He walked into the Temple.  Far from it.

I read John’s account about the first time Jesus confronted the corruption He saw in the Church, and then I read Matthew, Mark and Luke’s accounts of the time three years later when He had to do the same thing all over again, and I see Jesus running from table to table, flipping them over, driving these corrupt dealers out with a scourge of cords (a rope with bits of bone and metal knotted into the tips of the rope ends – the kind that after Jesus is arrested, the Roman soldiers, under the direction of the Jewish leaders, would use to whip Him) … and Jesus is knocking over chairs, causing a stampede of sheep and oxen, pouring out their moneyboxes, littering the ground with their coins, and shouting out at the top of His lungs “Stop making My Father's house a house of merchandise!  It should be a house of prayer, but you've turned it into a house of thieves!”

What did Jesus see that offend Him so much?  The outer courts of the Temple were the only place where Gentiles could come and worship.  All non-Jews were called Gentiles.  This area, called “The Court of the Gentiles”, was where these scoundrels had set up shop to rip people off in the name of God.  Jesus became angry because not only was what these people were doing wrong, but their presence in “The Court of the Gentiles” made the only place Gentiles could pray unusable for prayer.

And gang, I see two great FAITH LESSONS for us here … the second one is from this week’s passage … and it spills out of the first one from the passage we went through last week.

.PPT 12 …
FIRST … John began with Jesus doing a miracle of conversion – changing water into wine at a wedding in Cana.

SECOND … John shows Jesus doing a work of cleansing – cleansing out the Temple in Jerusalem.  And gang, this is exactly how Jesus always works in our lives … conversion comes first and then cleansing.

Jesus spent time with God the Father … talking with Him and getting His game plan.  He didn’t go to Jerusalem just for PASSOVER.  God had things He needed Jesus to do in Jerusalem – and going there for PASSOVER was just the first thing on the “To Do List”.  And because of the time Jesus spent with God the Father, He was discerning in everything He did … and because He always discerned what God wanted Him to do, He was also courageous – even when that meant He had to swim up stream, and live differently than the people around Him.

Listen to me friends … if you’re just fitting in with the world, and living your life just like everybody else is, then let me break it to you … you’re not living a discerning, courageous life as a follower of Jesus Christ.  But if your priorities are shifting to represent the priorities of Jesus Christ … if your affections are shifting to mirror the affections of Jesus Christ … if your commitments are going though a transformation process and they’re beginning to emulate the commitments of Jesus Christ … then the good news is that you’re becoming more like Jesus and less like the world.

.PPT 13 …
Do you want to be more discerning and more courageous in how you live out your faith?  Then spend more time with Jesus Christ.  Let Him “convert” you and then invite Him to begin to “cleanse” you.

John tells us in v. 17 that Jesus was “consumed with zeal” and he quotes PSALMS 69:9 … “for zeal for your house consumes me, and the insults of those who insult you fall on me.” as he tries to describe how passionately Jesus reacted to what He saw.

The book of PSALMS takes its title from the Hebrew word tehillim which means “praises”.  The English word is derived from the title given in the Septuagint and refers to the stringed instruments used for praise and worship.

There are a number of Messianic Psalms that speak directly and prophetically to the life of the Jewish Messiah, the Lord Jesus Christ.  And so when David and the other writers of the PSALMS composed these Messianic songs, they were pointing people’s hearts and minds into the future and preparing them for the day when Jesus Christ would step out of heaven so that He could step into our hearts.

Usually, as in PSALM 69, these Messianic Psalms don’t just stand alone, but they’re accepted and mentioned as being Messianic in The New Testament.  And they’re quoted by Jesus, Paul, and the writers of other New Testament books.  PSALM 22, along with PSALM 69, are two of the most frequently quoted psalms in The New Testament.  PSALM 69 speaks volumes about the life, the ministry, the death, the resurrection, and the mystery of Jesus Christ.  Here are just four ways it does this …

1) v. 4 … “Those who hate me without a cause” is quoted in JOHN 15:25 as Jesus talks about the cost of being His disciple.

2) v. 9a, … “For zeal for Your house has consumed me,” is quoted in JOHN 2:17 as Jesus’ disciples remember these Old Testament words about the Messiah.

3) v. 9b … “And the reproaches of those who reproach You have fallen on me,” is quoted by Paul in Romans 15:3 as he spoke of Jesus Christ’s obedience to accept the sin of the world onto Himself at the cross.

4) v. 21 … “They also gave me gall for my food, and for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.”  And in MATTHEW 27:48 we read that on the cross Jesus was given gall and vinegar to drink, exactly as PSALM 69 predicted.

Now obviously, the Jewish leadership wasn’t all that happy about Jesus chasing the animal vendors and the moneychangers out of the Temple – because it cut into their monthly income.  And so they confronted Jesus, saying in v. 18 …

.PPT 14 … JOHN 2:18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

18 The Jews then said to Him, “What sign do You show us as your authority for doing these things?”

And now in vv. 19-22 Jesus talks about a new Temple, and its destiny.

.PPT 15 … JOHN 2:19-22 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.”

20 The Jews then said, “It took forty-six years to build this temple, and will You raise it up in three days?”

21 But He was speaking of the temple of His body.

22 So when He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He said this; and they believed the Scripture and the word which Jesus had spoken.

v. 19 … When Jesus said “Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up” He was speaking of His body … that He’d be crucified, be dead for three days and then be resurrected to life … and that this would validated everything He said and did.  But in their hard-hearts, the Jewish leaders believed Jesus was speaking only about the Temple, when the reality is that the body of Jesus is a Temple, as Paul teaches in EPHESIANS 2:19-22, and Peter tells us in FIRST PETER 2:5.

Who raised Jesus from the dead?  Jesus says prophetically in v. 19 that “He would raise Himself up”, despite the teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses and others.  This was a claim no mere man could make, and it was a claim Jesus repeated again in JOHN 10:17-18.

.PPT 16 … JOHN 10:17-18 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)
17 For this reason the Father loves Me, because I lay down My life so that I may take it again.

18 No one has taken it away from Me, but I lay it down on My own initiative.  I have authority to lay it down, and I have authority to take it up again.  This commandment I received from My Father.
King Herod began the renovation and rebuilding of Zerubbabel's temple (which was a re-built version of Solomon’s Temple) around 20 BC.  It wasn't finished yet when Jesus spoke these words (which was about 50 years later) – and it wouldn't be finished until 64 AD - just six years before it would be completely destroyed during the siege of Jerusalem by the armies of Titus Vespasian.  The Jewish historian Josephus tells us a lot about this rebuilding of the Temple – including the fact that there were 18,000 people employed in the project, and that some of the Temple stones weighed as much as 140 tons.

So it’s no wonder that when the Jewish Religious leaders heard what Jesus said, they thought Jesus was certifiable.  But after He was raised from the dead, His disciples remembered that He’d said this, and understood that when He said these words about the “Temple” He was speaking prophetically of His body.

And now in vv. 23-25 we see Jesus begin His public ministry - healing the sick, casting out demons, and ministering to the multitudes.  And it will be so exciting to get into that part of The Gospel of John beginning next Sunday.
.PPT 17 … JOHN 2:23-25 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

23 Now when He was in Jerusalem at the PASSOVER, during the feast, many believed in His name, observing His signs which He was doing.

24 But Jesus, on His part, was not entrusting Himself to them, for He knew all men,

25 and because He did not need anyone to testify concerning man, for He Himself knew what was in man.
So a lot of people were believing and following Jesus based on His amazing actions.  But Jesus knew how fickle you and I can be.  Remember what God told Jeremiah, the Old Testament prophet?

.PPT 18 … JEREMIAH 17:9-10 (NEW AMERICAN STANDARD BIBLE)

9 The heart is more deceitful than all else, is desperately sick; Who can understand it?

10 I, the LORD, search the heart, I test the mind, even to give to each man according to his ways, according to the results of his deeds.

God sees our hearts – and He sees our hearts by looking at our deeds.  The amazing thing to me is the fact that, in spite of how wicked and nutty we are, how untrustworthy and unstable we are, how little He can depend on us, how much God loves us anyway!

So when Jesus was in Jerusalem … and when He did these things, and spoke these words, John tells us that “many believed in His name when they saw the signs which He did”.  Jesus knew that this belief was this was thin and superficial because it was based on little more than an admiration of the spectacular.

.PPT 19 … ILLUSTRATION … Bible scholar G. Campbell Morgan wrote these words about the end of JOHN 2 … “If belief is nothing more than admiration for the spectacular, it will create in multitudes applause; but the Son of God cannot commit Himself to that kind of faith.”

And knowing this, Jesus didn’t commit Himself to them.  That’s what John means in v. 24 when He said that “Jesus didn’t entrust Himself to them.”  And I see two final FAITH LESSONS for us here this morning … here's the tightrope we need to be careful to walk …

.PPT 20 … FAITH LESSON … FIRST, our trust has to be in the LORD … and SECOND, we need to partner with other people in our lives.  I’m not saying that we can’t trust any other human being.  Of course not.  But our primary trust has to be in the LORD.  King David put it this way in …

.PPT 21 … FIRST, OUR TRUST HAS TO BE IN THE LORD …
PSALM 146:3-5 (NEW LIVING TRANSLATION)

3 Don't put your confidence in powerful people; there is no help for you there.

4 When their breathing stops, they return to the earth, and in a moment all their plans come to an end.

5 But happy are those who have the God of Israel as their helper, whose hope is in the LORD their God.
Ultimately, people are going to let us down.  So we shouldn't be surprised when it happens.  People we’ve grown to love, will hurt us, disappoint us, and some will even betray us.  And that’s why our only sure confidence is in the Lord.  Because, let me tell you God will never let us down.

.PPT 22 … SECOND, WE NEED TO PARTNER WITH OTHER PEOPLE IN OUR LIVES …

Jesus didn’t need other humans to keep Him going.  But He’s God and we’re not.  I need you and you need me … like it or nott, we’re part of each other.  The Apostle Paul talks about it this way in …


FIRST CORINTHIANS 12:20-22 (THE MESSAGE)

20 What we have is one body with many parts, each its proper size and in its proper place.  No part is important on its own. 

21 Can you imagine Eye telling Hand, “Get lost; I don't need you”?  Or, Head telling Foot, “You're fired; your job has been phased out”? 

22 As a matter of fact, in practice it works the other way - the “lower” the part, the more basic, and therefore necessary.  You can live without an eye, for instance, but not without a stomach.
ILLUSTRATION … In a Peanuts cartoon, Lucy demands that Linus change TV channels and then threatens him with her fist if he doesn't.  “What makes you think you can walk right in here and take over?” asks Linus.

“These five fingers,” says Lucy. “Individually they’re nothing but when I curl them together like this into a single unit, they form a weapon that is terrible to behold.”

“Which channel do you want?” asks Linus.

Turning away, Linus looks at his fingers and says, “Why can’t you guys get organized like that?”

We need other people to encourage us.  Here’s how the author of HEBREWS puts it …

.PPT 23 … HEBREWS 3:12-14 (NEW CENTURY VERSION)

12 So brothers and sisters, be careful that none of you has an evil, unbelieving heart that will turn you away from the living God. 

13 But encourage each other every day while it is “today.”  Help each other so none of you will become hardened because sin has tricked you. 

14 We all share in Christ if we keep till the end the sure faith we had in the beginning.
So gang, let’s clean house.  We’re God's Temples here on earth.  So what are we using the Temple for?  God has made us a Temple of the Holy Spirit.  Our lives are supposed to be a house of prayer.  It’s time to clean house.

.PPT 24 … NEXT SUNDAY … JOHN 3:1-16

       COME PRAYING AND EXPECTING!
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